
SALT PAN CREEK TRAIL 

 

PEMULWUY
Despite his reputation — both before and after his death — only a few firm facts are known about 

Pemulwuy (or Bembilwuyam). He was born sometime around 1750, and was shot dead on or just 

prior to 2 June 1802.

A Bidjigal (Bidgigal) man from the Botany Bay area of Sydney, his country ‘stretched from Botany 

Bay south of the Cooks River and west along the Georges River to Salt Pan Creek, south of 

Bankstown.’ - National Museum of Australia https://www.nma.gov.au/defining-

moments/resources/pemulwuy 

More: Pemulwuy, (Dictionary of Sydney) https://dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/pemulwuy 
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Illustration 1: Ben Mendelsohn and Jeremy Sims, stars of ‘Idiot Box’, 1996 movie filmed in part in 
Narwee. IMDB 6.5 rating.

https://dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/pemulwuy
https://www.nma.gov.au/defining-moments/resources/pemulwuy
https://www.nma.gov.au/defining-moments/resources/pemulwuy


TEDBURY 
Tedbury (c. 1780, Botany Bay – 1810, Parramatta), also known as Tidbury and Tjedboro, was a 

Darug Aboriginal Australian involved in frequent acts of resistance to British colonists in the early 

years of New South Wales. He was the son of noted warrior and resistance fighter Pemulwuy...

Tedbury was an ally of John Macarthur and a frequent visitor to Elizabeth Farm. When Governor 

Bligh placed Macarthur under arrest in 1808, Tedbury offered to spear the governor...

Bond farm attack

Tedbury also took part an attack on a settlers farm owned by Thomas Bond at Georges River on 26 

September 1809. According to a contemporary report:

A number of natives assembled about the farm... and behaved in a very outrageous 

manner. They manifested an inclination to plunder, but were prevented by the determination

that was shewn to resist them. They threw several spears, one of which grazed the ear of Mr. 

F. Meredith, who assisted in the defence of the place, which it was at length found necessary

to abandon. (“Sydney”. The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser. New South 

Wales: National Library of Australia. 1 October 1809. p. 2. Retrieved 25 February 2014.) 

Death

On 19 February 1810, Tedbury, in full view of witnesses, threw a spear at the sister of Edward Luttrell, 

in the garden of her house at Paramatta. Edward shot him in the upper lip and notwithstanding 

treatment the next day from the Assistant Surgeon at Hawkesbury, after at least some weeks he 

died of his wounds. Luttrell was charged with assault and acquitted on 10 March 1810, Tedbury 

being still alive at the time. Edward's brother Robert Burgess Luttrell was clubbed to death on 7 

November the next year in a reprisal attack by Tedbury’s fellow Darugs over his breaking of their 

spears and taking away of their women. - Tedbury, Wikipedia, 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tedbury accessed 19 July 2020.

BENNELONG

Woollarawarre Bennelong, the son of Goorah-Goorah and Gagolh, was a member of the Wangal 

clan, connected with the south side of Parramatta River, having close ties with the Wallumedegal 

clan, on the west side of the river, and the Burramattagal clan near today's Parramatta. He had 

several sisters, Wariwéar, Karangarang, Wûrrgan and Munânguri, who married important men from 

nearby clans, thereby creating political links for their brother. 
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https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tedbury


He had five names, given at different times during the various ritual inductions he underwent. The 

other four are given as Wolarrebarre, Wogultrowe, Boinba, and Bundabunda. The island of Memel 

in Port Jackson was part of his personal property, inherited through his father. He had several wives: 

the first, whose name is not known, died, probably from smallpox, before he was captured. He then

married the Cammeray clanswoman Barangaroo, who died shortly after in 1791. He then took up 

with a Gweagal woman, Kurubarabüla, after kidnapping her, and they stayed together a year until

his departure for England. On his return, he had a son, Dicky, by another woman. His last wife, who 

was buried with him, was Boorong. - Bennelong, Wikipedia 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bennelong 19 July 2020. 

3

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bennelong


Townson Brothers
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“The 800 acres which  Robert Townson wished to return were along the south-west side of his grant, 

“as it was quite unfit for sheep”. This was  land through Riverwood, Peakhurst, Mortdale and Oatley. 

On1 November 1809, Paterson cancelled the grant of 1925 acres given on 1 November 1808, and 

the grant of 480 acres given on 7 April 1809, and in their place gave two new areas. An area of 

1605 acres in one new grant is bounded by King George’s Road, Broadarrow Road, Romilly Street, 

Bonds Road, Boundary Road and a continued line to Hurstville Road, and Hurstville Road to King 

George’s  Road. The second area, of 1000 acres, was at Minto. This was where Doctor Robert 

Townson built his house Varro Ville, and lived for the remainder of his life...

Captain John Townson sold his Botany Bay grants to Simeon Lord in 1812 for £800. One local 

historian refers to “a paltry £800”, and another to “a mere £800”. However, this was an excellent 

profit for land he had obtained free less than five years before. It surely vindicates Macquarie’s 

restrictions, although in practice the conditions were not enforced. Lord’s ownership of John 

Townson’s grants led to the district becoming known as Lord’s Bush or Lord’s Forest. In 1850 Michael 

Gannon acquired the main grant for £732 (not much appreciation in value in 38 years) and the 

area became known as Gannon’s Forest. 

When John Townson died in 1835, his estate was sworn at £5000. 

Doctor Robert Townson became a recluse on his farm at Minto, and nursed his hostility to 

Macquarie. In a despatch in 1817, Macquarie included Robert Townson among 12 persons whom 

he looked upon as his “secret though not avowed enemies and from whom I have always 

experienced every opposition” to his measures and administration. The comment “discontented” is 

listed against Dr Townson’s name. The twelve persons “have all along been in the habit of writing 

Home the most gross mis-representations”.

Only when Macquarie left Australia did Robert Townson begin to take is  rightful place in the 

community. He became active in various organisations and was appointed a magistrate in 1826.

 

When Robert Townson died at Varro Ville on his Minto grant in 1827, he left 1,600 cattle, 10,000 

sheep and an excellent vineyard there. The Botany Bay grants formed part of his estate. In 1830, 

John Connell acquired the main grant and the locality became known as Connell’s  Bush. 

The story of the involved connection of the Townson brothers with the district of Botany Bay makes 

an interesting beginning to the history of our area.  - Brian Madden  
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BAUMANN

The first land granted in this forest was ranged along the lowest branch of Salt Pan Creek. There 

were four farms measured to the north of this creek, (now the canal along Wiggs Road), 50 acres to

Thomas Moxon, 120 acres to Frederick Meredith, 50 acres to William Bond and 60 acres to Richard 

Calcott. Bond, Moxon and Calcott were emancipists, while Meredith was a free settler. These farms 

were granted in 1809 by Lieutenant-Governor Paterson, head of the rebel NSW Corps Government.

When Governor Macquarie arrived, he had orders to take the land grants back, in order to 

ascertain whether or not they had been fairly granted. In the meantime, both Bond and Meredith 

had attempted to settle on their properties, and had an exciting brush with Tedbury and other 

aborigines of the Botany Bay Tribe, the Gwea Gal. In the ensuing battle, one spear went close 

enough to graze Frederick Meredith's ear, and the new settlers retreated "with a providential 

escape for their lives"...

A typical farm of the time was that of George Brand on Bond's grant, which was described in 1864 

as "a comfortable cottage containing six rooms and a kitchen, with barn, stable &c. There are ten 

acres of the farm, cleared and divided into grazing paddocks; also there are three acres under 

crop". It was at this time that numbers of woodcutters moved into the area - Michael and Luke 

Featherston (Calcott's grant), Thomas Draper (Bond's grant), Frederick Pobje (Anslep's grant), Henry 

Cullen (Meredith's grant), and Mark Ward (Piper's grant). These people raised their children in slab 

huts and formed the nucleus of a pioneer settlement. 

During the 1860's, the roads used by the sawyers of Salt Pan Creek (Bonds Road and Belmore Road)

were opened officially for traffic...

Jeremy McPherson, Punchbowl, NSW, Early Farms

http://www.wiki.jeremymacpherson.net/index.php?title=Punchbowl_NSW#Early_Farms 
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Illustration 2: from a photograph of Nicholas Baumann's hut, c. 1865. 
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Illustration 3: Charles Baumann, c 1965 on his market garden. 



Biddy Giles - Bi-yar-rung

Born Bi-yar-rung around 1820 into the Gweagal group of the Dharawal people, this Dharawal 

woman managed to live on her people's country for her whole life.

Married early to an older Gweagal man, Cooman 

or 'King Kooma', Biddy left him to marry Paddy 

Burragalang (also known as Paddy Davis) moving 

from Botany to his country of Five Islands in the 

southern part of Dharawal country. Here she had 

two daughters, Rosie and Ellen, and lived for 

about 20 years.

About the time Paddy died around 1860, Biddy 

moved to the Georges River, with a new partner, 

an Englishman called Billy Giles. They lived on the 

western bank of Mill Creek, known to the 

Dharawal as Gurugurang, in a farmhouse built 

earlier by Dr Alexander Cuthill. They had fruit trees, 

goats and abundant bush tucker from the river 

and its banks. During the 1860s, Biddy and Billy 

acted as guides for groups of travellers in shooting 

or fishing parties, sharing their knowledge of the 

river and its wildlife, telling stories and sharing skills. 

These trips ranged from Mill Creek east all the way to the ocean and south into Dharawal country 

as far as the Shoalhaven.

Some of these travellers wrote accounts of their trips with Biddy, marvelling at her unfailing ability to 

find fish, her control of her hunting dogs and the skill with which she could rustle up a delicious meal

from local produce.

After Billy's death in the mid-1870s, Biddy moved along the river to live at Joseph Holt's property at 

Sylvania with her brother Joey. The work camps and oyster beds of the property provided a living to

a number of Aboriginal people, both from the Georges River and elsewhere. Biddy also visited the 

Aboriginal camps at Kogarah Bay and Botany Bay at different times.
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Illustration 4: Biddy Giles

https://dictionaryofsydney.org/media/4711


Biddy died at Sylvania in the 1890s. Her daughter Ellen, with her husband Hugh Anderson, later lived

at Salt Pan Creek, downstream from her mother's house at Mill Creek.

References
Heather Goodall and Allison Cadzow, Rivers and Resilience: Aboriginal People on Sydney’s 

Georges River, UNSW Press, 2009

- - -

Joe Anderson - King Burraga

Joe Anderson was one of the first Aboriginal men to use film and the cinema to demand 

recognition for his people. He was filmed delivering a message to the people of Australia, standing 

on the banks of a tributary of the Georges River called Salt Pan Creek in 1933. Salt Pan Creek was 

densely colonised; nonetheless, it provided shelter to a nucleus of indigenous and undefeated 

people who reasserted their right to be heard in their own country.

Joe’s mother Ellen Anderson and William Rowley owned the land on which Joe was filmed. There 

had never been any control by government over this camp nor over the Aboriginal families living 

on the land. As State Government pressure became ever more oppressive for Aboriginal people 

across NSW, the Salt Pan Camp became a beacon as a free community, attracting those who 

refused to live under the Protection Board’s control.

Joes’ message distributed by the 1933 Cinesound News broadcast reached audiences across the 

10

Illustration 5: Dolls Point Aboriginal Camp



nation. Joe Anderson refused to be depicted as a relic from the past, nor did he make any 

concessions to the British who had invaded his country nearly 150 years before. Instead he made it 

clear that he was from the very contemporary present. Standing on sovereign land, looking directly

at the camera, he began to deliver his dignified and impassioned plea to the audiences beyond:

“Before the white man set foot in Australia, my ancestors had kings in their own right, 

and I, Aboriginal King Burraga, am a direct descendant of the royal line…” 

https://www.burraga.org/about/  [link to NMA Joe Anderson Plenty of Fish Cinesound] 
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Illustration 6: Hugh and Ellen Anderson c. 1925 Charm Place, Peakhurst environs. 

https://www.burraga.org/about/
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